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New & Noteworthy 

Coalitions to Partner with SIM-MT for Community Education 

The Regional Healthcare Coalitions are partnering with Simulation in Motion-Montana (SIM-MT) to offer a 
simulation and tabletop discussion focusing on a highly infectious disease.  The simulation will offer the 
opportunity for a limited number of individuals from EMS and hospital to participate in a high-fidelity 
simulation utilizing the SIM-MT truck or your facility’s ambulance and ER.  This exercise will become an 
expanding incident and will require the assistance of local and regional partners which will be discussed and 
tested in a tabletop exercise.  Expected participants in this event include the hospital infectious disease 
team, EMS, local Public Health, local DES, long term care facilities, and additional resources identified within 
your community.  The intent of this exercise is to bring local and regional partners together to strengthen 
communication and response to an infectious disease outbreak. 

If you are interested in hosting an event at your facility, please email hppcoordinators@mtha.org to receive 
additional information and the registration link.   

  

In-Kind Match Reporting 

Montana DPHHS receives US HHS Federal funding to enhance the preparedness of the Healthcare 
system.  One caveat is that we must provide a soft-match to the grant.  The year is July 1, 2022 to June 30, 
2022. 

You can help us reach that goal by advising us of the non-federal funding that your facility or agency 
provides for Healthcare Emergency Preparedness.  This can be salary, donated meeting space for trainings 
and meetings, or other resources your facility purchased to provide disaster response. 

mailto:hppcoordinators@mtha.org


Please use our Formstack to document this information.  

  

Announcing the Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response (ASPR) 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recently announced that Secretary Xavier Becerra 
has elevated the existing Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) from a staff 
division to an operating division, taking on the new name of the Administration for Strategic Preparedness 
and Response (ASPR).   

The move elevates ASPR to a standalone agency within the Department alongside other HHS agencies, such 
as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), and the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), among others. This change will 
allow ASPR to mobilize a coordinated national response more effectively and efficiently during future 
disasters and emergencies in close collaboration with its sister agencies.  

While the change in name and organizational status are effective immediately, the transition will be phased 
in over the next one to two years, and, when complete, will provide ASPR with greater administrative 
capabilities to help it execute its work more effectively.    

“Our mission at HHS is to improve the health and wellbeing of all Americans, and our country must be 
prepared to respond to health-related emergencies,” said HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra. “The reclassification 
of ASPR helps strengthen our long-term preparedness posture by better positioning the division to continue 
coordinating health-related emergency response in collaboration with our various HHS teams.”  

ASPR will continue to be led by Dawn O’Connell, who retains the title of Assistant Secretary for Preparedness 
and Response, and will continue to advise the Secretary on preparedness and response issues and coordinate 
response to health-related emergencies on the Secretary’s behalf as defined in statute, in partnership with 
HHS’s other staff and operating divisions.    

“Across the Department, we continue to look for opportunities to build on our core capabilities while also 
strengthening our ability to respond to future health threats,” said HHS Deputy Secretary Andrea Palm. “This 
administrative change is recognition of the growing size and scope of ASPR, which plays an important 
coordination role in responding to health threats and emergencies.”  

ASPR, which was established in 2006, has always had operational responsibilities including the missions of 
the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS), the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development 
Authority (BARDA), and Medical Reserve Corps. In recent years, however, particularly during the multi-year 
COVID-19 pandemic response, ASPR’s operational functions have grown significantly to include the Strategic 
National Stockpile (SNS) in 2018, public health supply chain in 2020, and the establishment of the HHS 
Coordination Operations and Response Element (H-CORE) at the beginning of 2022.   

https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-r/


The reclassification of ASPR as an operating division is recognition of the growing size and scope of ASPR’s 
mission over the years, especially in light of the multi-year COVID-19 response. 

  

Introduction to the Disaster Available Supplies in Hospitals (DASH) Tool  

Hospitals deal with stressed supply chains every day. Just-in-time inventory is common, and hospitals run the 
risk of not having enough supplies when a disaster strikes. ASPR TRACIE and Healthcare Ready developed the 
Disaster Available Supplies in Hospitals (DASH) tool in collaboration with the Health Industry Distributors 
Association, the Region VII Disaster Health Response Ecosystem, and other subject matter experts to address 
this challenge. Speakers in this webinar (on August 15, from 9:30-11:30 MDT) will provide an overview and 
demonstration of DASH and share information on how the tool may be used from both the hospital and 
supply chain perspective. Register today! 

  

US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Renews COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency Declaration 

To help meet the needs of the nation during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra 
renewed the COVID-19 public health emergency declaration, effective July 15. The first U.S. public health 
emergency declaration for COVID-19 was signed in January 2020 as the global pandemic response began and 
has been renewed every 90 days in adherence to the law. 
 
Renewing the public health emergency declaration ensures health care providers and state and territorial 
health departments have continued flexibility to respond to the pandemic, helping save lives. These 
flexibilities support efforts such as rapid patient care during emergencies, including waivers from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services for certain requirements under section 1135 of the Social Security Act. 
Examples of such requirements include preapproval requirements and temporary reassignment of state, 
territorial, tribal or local staff who typically are funded by federal grants in order to respond to the 
emergency. 
 
HHS will provide states and territories with no less than 60 days’ notice prior to the termination of the public 
health emergency declaration for COVID-19. 
 
Visit ASPR’s website to read the latest information about the COVID-19 public health emergency declaration 
renewal, and to learn more about public health emergency declarations. 

  

Data & Situational Awareness 

  

  

Updates on Daily Reporting 

Please continue to update EMResource and/or HHS TeleTracking on a daily basis with all required data.   
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Missed Data in TeleTracking 

If a facility misses a day reporting into EMResource and TeleTracking, there is a process for doing a manual 
entry backdate.  Users must log into the TeleTracking then click on Add New Entry.  There is now a dropdown 
where you can choose the date to submit data for.  This process is much simpler than uploading the template 
for missed data.  Ensure that ALL fields are entered or the data will not be counted for compliance.  We still 
encourage hospitals to enter data into EMResource daily by 1200.  

Upcoming Events 

  

  

Meetings 

Central Coalition Executive Committee Meeting  
August 4, 2022 09:00 - 11:00 via Zoom 

Southern Coalition Executive Committee Meeting 
August 5, 2022 09:30 - 11:30 via Zoom 

Eastern Coalition Executive Committee Meeting 
August 9, 2022 10:00 - 12:00 via Zoom 

Western Coalition Executive Committee Meeting 
August 9, 2022 13:00 - 15:00 via Zoom 

CISA Region 8 Critical Manufacturing Roundtable 
August 30, 2022, 13:00 - 16:30 MT 
DoubleTree by Hilton, 27 N 27th St., Billings 
View Flyer 
Register 

  

Webinars 
  

Cyber Security Incident Response Training 
Multiple Dates beginning July 22 
Learn more and Register 

K0449 Virtual ICS Curricula Train the Trainer 
August 8 - 12, 06:30 - 15:30 each day 
Register 
POC: Rick Flick, 301-447-1633, russell.flick@fema.dhs.gov  
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CISA Region 8 Water and Wastewater Threat Briefing 
August 17, 2022, 10:00 - 11:00 MT 
CISA Region 8 and the Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (WaterISAC) cordially invite you to our 
Water Sector Security Briefing on August 17, 2022 at 10:00 am – 11:00 am MDT. This unique opportunity is 
primarily intended for water and wastewater sector partners in Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, 
and Wyoming. Water and wastewater sector partners elsewhere are welcome to attend, as are stakeholders 
from other critical infrastructure sectors. 
View Flyer 
Register 

Application Development Short Course 
September 13, 2022, 09:00 - 16:00 MT 
The purpose of this course is to educate students in the process of developing quality mitigation planning 
and project grant application elements for the Unified Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grant programs. 
This is high level condensed version of the five day 212 course and there are no continuing education credits. 
Register 

Webinars to Help you Plan for Crash Responder Safety Week 
Crash Responder Safety Week (CRSW), November 14-18, 2022, will increase public and industry awareness of 
roadway safety during traffic incidents. 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and National Operations Center of Excellence (NOCoE) are 
sponsoring a series of three webinars about best practices and calls to action regarding traffic incident 
management (TIM). Police, fire, emergency medical services, and towing personnel—as well as state and local 
communications and public information officers—are invited to these events. The first webinar is July 13 and 
early registration is encouraged. 

• All States Webinar, September 14, from 13:00 to 14:30 p.m. MDT. This webinar discusses 
mitigation strategies for distracted driving and provides resources for improving adherence to 
“Slow Down, Move Over” laws. 

• National Kickoff for CRSW 2022, November 14, from 11:00 to 12:00 p.m. MST. The final 
webinar features messages from leadership at the Department of Transportation and other 
national associations, signing of the National Proclamation, struck-by testimonials from 
responders, and more. 

First Responder Resilience TeleECHO Program 
Every other Monday, 14:00 - 15:00 MDT 
Register 

EOC Virtual Classes hosted by EMI 
View the full Course Catalog here 
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Montana Health Network Course Catalog 

  

In-Person Trainings 
  

Jeremy Bullock Safe Schools Summit 
August 9 - 10, 2022 
Copper King Hotel & Convention Center, Butte 
View Agenda 
Register 

National Community Emergency Response Team Conference 
August 18 - 20, 2022 
Galveston Convention Center at the San Luis Resort, Galveston, TX 
Visit the Conference Website for more information. 

Renew! Understand, Prevent and Treat Compassion Fatigue and Burnout 
August 18, 2022, 08:30 - 15:30 
Delta Hotel Helena Colonial, Helena 
View Flyer 
Register 

ICS-300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents 
August 23 - 24, 2022, 08:00 - 17:00 each day 
DoubleTree Hotel, Billings 
View Flyer 
Register 

Chemical Security Summit 
August 23 - 25 
National Capitol Region and Microsoft Teams 
The Chemical Security Summit is the signature industry event for chemical representatives across the 
chemical and interconnected sectors—including energy, communications, transportation, and water—to learn, 
share perspectives, and engage in dialogue. Securing chemicals in an evolving threat environment requires 
cross collaboration between facility owners and operators, industry, law enforcement, community members, 
and all levels of government. 

Chemical security experts will discuss a wide range of topics from the threat landscape to security measures 
and solutions to mitigate risks. 

• Who should attend: 
• Chemical and related industry stakeholders 

https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-ji/
https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-jd/
https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-jh/
https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-jk/
https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-ju/
https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-tl/
https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-tr/
https://montanahospitalassociation.createsend1.com/t/t-i-anahl-l-ty/


• Corporate and facility security officers 
• Environment, health, and safety professionals 

Note there is no fee to attend this event.  Please share the Save the Date flyer with stakeholders and safety 
professionals. 

For more information, visit the Chemical Security Summit webpage.  For questions or comments, please email 
us at ChemicalSummitReg@hq.dhs.gov. 

Assisting Individuals in Crisis and Group Crisis Intervention 
(CISM Basic Group and Individual Peer Support) 
September 13 - 15, 2022, 08:00 - 17:00 each day 
Havre Police Department EOC, 520 4th St., Havre 
View Flyer and Registration  

Rocky Mountain Rural Trauma Symposium 
September 15 - 16 
Delta Hotels Marriott Helena Colonial, Helena 
Agenda 
Register 

  

  

Save the Dates 
  

K0449 Virtual ICS Curricula Train the Trainer 
September 19 - 23, 06:30 - 15:30 each day 
Register 
POC: Rick Flick, 301-447-1633, russell.flick@fema.dhs.gov  

K0427 Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program Manager (Virtual) 
Multiple dates beginning October 2022 
View Flyer 

K0428 Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Train-the-Trainer (Virtual) 
Multiple dates beginning December 2022 
View Flyer 

Assisting Individuals in Group and Individual Crisis Intervention 
(CISM Basic Group and Individual Peer Support) 
November 15 - 17, 2022, 08:00 - 17:00 
Glacier Conference Center, 1375 US 93, Kalispell 
View Flyer and Registration 
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| Engagement & Other News 

  
CISA Cyber Update 

View this week's CISA Cyber update here.   

  

Questions? 

We are committed to supporting you and answering questions as quickly as possible. Please send any 
questions or comments to hppcoordinators@mtha.org.  

Visit the Montana Regional Healthcare Coalitions website for additional information and resources.  

 

  
Share the Montana Coalitions Newsletter. 

Forward this MHA member benefit to someone at your organization. 

SHARE WITH A COLLEAGUE 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

  
 

  
  

 
  Forward  

Montana Hospital Association 

2625 Winne Ave. 

Helena, MT 59601 

You are receiving this email as a MHA member benefit or 

as a partner in MHA's work. 

Preferences  |  Unsubscribe 
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